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India and QUAD . An Ov i 
. · erv ew of 

Relations in the lndo-Pacific Region 

Sept-Dec 2022 

The QUAD partners came together and 

the grouping expanded its agenda against the 

background of the Chinese aggression against 

Taiwan and in the lndo-Pacific regions. The 

QUAD agenda now includes diverse economic 

activity apart from strengthening security. 

While the dates of the QUAD summit are still 

to be finalized, US President Joe Biden, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Japan Prime 

Minister Fumio Kishida will be in Sydney to 

further strengthen cooperation and push back 

the Chinese belligerence in the lndo-Pacific 

regions and aggressive behavior against all four 

democratic countries. Before that India will also 

be hosting the QUAD foreign ministers meet 

in New Delhi soon. 
With these events taking place in the 

last month of 2022, this paper aims to take 

an overview of QUAD, India's participation 

in QUAD and discuss various alliances 

developing in the Indo-Pacific regions. 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue

the QUAD is an informal strategic forum 

comprising four nations, namely - United 

States of America (USA), India, Australia and 

Japan. Its origins can be traced back to the 

evolution of Exercise Malabar and the 2004 

Tsunami when India conducted relief and 

·re,o\\Jege r-o ... Gi 10 l 
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...... "' 1.P ~ 
\ ~,._,' ,,~ 
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Prof. Veena Ktnchi 
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rescue _operations for itself and neighboring 

countries and was later joined by the US, 

Japan and Australia.It is considered an alliance 

of maritime democracies, and the forum is 

maintained by meetings, semi-regular summits, 

information exchanges and military drills of all 

the member countries. Today, the countries-all 

democracies and vibrant economies-work on 

a far broader agenda, which includes tackling 

security, economic, and health issues. 
The QUAD was born from the vision of 

the lndo-Pacific as a single strategic space, 

where activities in one area would inevitably 
affect activities in the other. There were two 

underlying motivations behind this grouping 

and vision. The first was that the United States, 
Australi~ India, and Japan have a vest~d 

interest in upholding the rules and norms 

of the current order; augmenting existing 

institutions; ensuring freedom of navigation and 

trade; and promoting connectivity, economic 

development, and security with.in existing ru1es 

and standards. The second was that all f ~ 

QUAD members believed that China's rise 

and the reach of its Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) posed a threat to them and the region. 

Yet, the QUAD was essentially dormant until 

2017. It was resurrected (QUAD 2.0) for a 

number of reasons, not the least of which was 

that the Donald Trump administration saw the 

lndo-Pacific as a crucial theater of competition 

with China and thought India could pla)~ an 

important tole in countering China in the reg1~n. 
The Quad has provided an op~ortun~ty 

to participate in ditf erent configurations ~~~ 
'like-minded' nations. For example, Austra . , 
India, and Japan have announced their 

4 P:ti:.,ge ' 
$t. Mira 's College for Girls 
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intention to launch a supply chain resi lience 
initiative. Furthermore. lndia has participated 
in COV\0- l 9 related cooperation with the U~, 
Brazil, lsrnel, South Korea. and the US.lndta, 
the US. Japan, and Australia met vir~ually 
at the March \ 2 Summit in 2021 to discuss 
development. cooperation on the lndo-Pacific. 
vaccines, technology, climate change, and 
supply chain management. The Quad leaders 
also released a Joint Statement thal has come 
came to be known as 'The Spirit of the Quad' . 
Without mentioning China, the document points 
towards quadrilateral cooperation against . the 
activities of China in the lndo-Pacific reg10n. 
The document by no means signaled th~t 
the Quad is a military coalition- instead, tt 
emphasized its core agenda to make the_ 1nd~ 
Pacific an inclusive, free, and open region, m 
which the rule of law is upheld. 

. ,., ·,th China on different fronts tensions ·Y • , 

k. ·t ,·mperativc for New Delhi to ensure ma mg1 . . 
h Quad is not reduced to an anti-China that t e ' · . 
• Since India and Ch111a are members 

India and QUAD 
India has to weigh a number of long

standino and conflicting security, diplomatic, 
and eco~omic calculations.India's vision of the 
Indo-Pacific rests more on the Indian Ocean 
and less on the Pacific Ocean, where Chinese 
assertiveness arouses the most concern from the 
United States, Australia, and Japan. For India, 
the Indo-Pacific framework stretches from the 
east coast of Africa to the western and southern 
Pacific and includes portions of the Middle East. 
In contrast, the United States includes neither 
Africa nor the Middle East in its conception of 
the Inda-Pacific. 

India is uncomfortable with any conception 
of the Quad as an anti-China '"alliance of 
democracies'' (as U.S. President Joe Biden 
bas put it). India supposedly abandoned 
nonalignment after the end of the Cold War, 
but it is still not willing to enter into an alliance 
with any country or group. India is certainly 
worried about a rising China but also faces the 
reality that, as of this year, China overtook the 
United States to become its number-one trading 
partner. 

The Quad also poses some challenge.s for 
India-

group mg. . h 
f . ati'onal organizattons sue as BRICS o intern, . . 

.1 Russia, India, Chma, and South Africa) (Braz1 , . 
0 

. . 
and SCO ( Shanghai Coopcrat 10n rgamsation ), 

· g China through the Quad would managm · . . 
d n ·10,. Indi a's inv olvement in other un en ... 

organizations. . 
2. India's involvement m the Quad could 

risk alienating two important Indian allies, 
Iran and Myanmar. Iran is a crucial partner 
for India to secure energy and conduct trade 
with Central Asian countries, but China's 202 i 
USO 4oo-billion economic deal with Iran may 
become a problem for India. Simultaneously, 
China is also active in Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka through its Belt and 
Road initiative (BRI). 

3. India is the only country among the 
Quad members that shares its borders with 
China. If India engages militarily in the Quad, 
there emerges a risk of Chinese aggression at 
the India borders. 

5. The U.S.-lndia partnership has 
progressed rapidly over the past few years, 
in some quarters. India still remains a little 
skeptical of the United States as a long-tenn 
reliable and trnstworthy partner. 

However, It is believed that the forum 
strategically counters China ·s economic and 
military rise. Interestingly, if Chinese hostilities 
rise on the borders. India can take the support 
of the other Quad nations to counter the 
communist nation. In addition, India can even 
take the help of its naval front and conduct 
strategic explorations in the lndo-Pacific region. 
There has been a significant reorientation of 
India's foreign policy due to violent clashes at 
the Indaa-China disputed border. In 20 I 5 and 
2018, India launched the Security and Growth 
for All in the Region (SAGAR) concept and 
ludo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOl) for 
maritime security. In 2018, India tried to align 
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ll'r \ ,n ( h1,1d phi • {'i\111 , •• '\\ India 
0

\ l'-11 ;ipp<";\f'\'\ I • 
a r 1111 1, fll Lnn !l .. •rcnn tl,c K~1 sma na .. hip rrn I '-

q11 ( hin,1 1111 m a n u lat l u 11n1~. wlrn.h 1n 111m 
ht: lp fu nd the PR< ·.._ rnd,1.iry hudd up 
Ind , ,n cnmp-1m, .... al,o c.1n pl.1> a key role in 
count (; nng. the ( hrnc~c l r,mmcrc1al prc.-.cnc. c £ 011n1l-- ]Ol<> . an<l2020 ()1JIOfUC ~ • 

lndin lw , al"n pnnl! hq nnd 1hi.: ()u,1d and 
d nt"O Cd '" hd~tcra l tic, \\ 1th \he Quad h~' cc,. . mcinhcr.. w, ,h /\u ,1ral1a , India ht\ i.. ~1g,ncd an 

inlorma\lon -">hanng ay.rccmenl and a mutual 
10 ,~t,c, i,uppor1 agrccmenl. Hoth countries g I ·1· htM ahl1 pc1n 1cipated 1n b1latcra m1 1tary 

in mo~t ol the lndo-Pau fi c c-.pn1c1ll y the 
~till dcvclopmg parts tha1 "r,,c\ a, 1hc front 
end of its poltl!cal influence and cvcnlu.11 
military inroads Th,,;; holster.., a we.ik pomt for 
the other Quad countne, The US government 
fret5, that Amencan companies need to get into 
the remote parts of the Pacific region fhc 
Australians arcn ' t really a scalable option fhc 
Japane5,e are good on infrastnictur\! proJeCls 
and don' t mind going where the hvmg 1s rough. 
but normally don ' t do the at scale ground~level 
business development. With a combmat1on 
of US funding, Japanese skills, rc~ource~ and 
networb, and a little imagmat1on the Quad can 
get to work on the ·'economic" front. 

ex rr rn,c~ f. uch al) AlJS INDf:X (Au~tral ia 
India l-xerc1sc) and AU STRA HI ND and 
ho, c conducted di alogues on defense policy 
and manttmc !>Ccurity. India and Japan have 
part1c1pated in bilateral military exercises such 
~ JIM EX (Japnn-lndia Maritime Exercise), and 
Ohanna Guardian . Both nations have signed 
agreements such as the General Security of 
1\11\i tary ln fonna tion Agreement (GSOM IA) 
and reci procal provi sion of supplie s and 
~crv,ces. With the United States. lndia has 
deepened its defense lies with agreements such 
as the General Security of Military Information 
Agreement (GSOMIA), the Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement ( LEMOA ), and the 
Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA). Both countries have 
u~denak.en joint training of peacekeepers and 
bilateral mrl1tary exercises such as VAJRA 
PRAHAR, YUSH Al31-IYAS, COPE INDIA , 
and Tiger TRIUMPH . 

Through th e Quad, India can 
counterbalance China 's growing presence in the lndo-Pacific region, including its BRI (Belt 
and Road Initiative) which has led to it building 
po~ faci li ties in countries neighboring India, 
&IVi ng ri se to a sense of encirclement in New Dclh,· w· h · · b . · tl the ()uad, India can nse a ovc 1t.s 

The Quad decided to take on China's 
vaccine diplomacy by pledging to distnbute 
one billion doses ofCOVlD- \9 vaccine across 
the lndo-Pacific . India's production capacity, 
Japanese finance, Australian logistics, and 
Americ an technology will be utilized to 
distribute vaccines . Moreover, the Quad 1s 
also focusing on new technology, particularly 
SG. to challenge China 's •ct ig1 tal Sinosphere' . 
Australia, Japan, and the US have already banned 
Chinese information and communications 
provider, Huawei, and India has banned more 
than 200 Chinese app-s. These are all t>xamplcs 
of Quad members co llectively challengin g, 
Chinese influence. 

Conclusion 
China claims it cannot b~ contain~d and 

it is right. hs rise and foll will he determin~J 
by it s own actions. China's rcl'.cn t u~tions 
have genl.! ratcd a backlash in the re~ ion and 
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