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Name of the Course: MILE: Art and Inequality
Course Duration: 26th January to 30th March 2023
Number of Credits: 2
Department: English

Collaborating College and Department: Burough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC),
NY

Report:

Dr Yan Yang from the Department of Art History, Burough of Manhattan Community College
(BMCC), New York and Dr Snober Sataravala, Department of English St Mira’s College for Girls
collaborated on the course MILE: Art and Violence. The course began with introductory sessions
known as ice breakers posted on SLACK. The course consisted of 4 synchronous and 1
asynchronous lecture conducted every Saturday. The first lecture was conducted on 2nd February
2023 by Dr Yan Yang who addressed the theme exploring violence in ancient western art and
middle eastern art. In the second asynchronous session Prof Radhika Seshan lectured the students
on Mughal paintings. She elaborated on the use of colour, the subjects of the paintings and the
division of the canvas linking it to the theme art and violence. The next lecture was on 9th February
2023 by an artist Mena Malgonkar who shared her aesthetic approach and understanding of
violence in modern Indian art. The next synchronous lecture on 23rd February 2023 was by Kisalay
Vora who shared his art and the use of bangles in depicting violence towards women. The
concluding lecture was by Dr Yang on violence and Christian art on the 2nd of March 2023. The
students were divided into groups and collaborated on their assignments. They reinterpreted works
of art, made 2 minute videos on what they learnt and wrote collaborative commentary on art. The
digital platform used was SLACK.

This is the link to the overview of the course conducted:
Video of MILE Art and Vilence

Coordinator : Dr Snober Sataravala
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REPORT
Name of the Course: MILE: Creative Writing
Course Duration: Feb-March
Number of Credits: 2
Department: English
Collaborating College and Department: Borough of Manhattan Community College, NY

Report:

Florence Homolka from the English Department at Borough of Manhattan Community College,
NY and Ms Komal Tujare, Department of English, St Mira’s College for Girls collaborated on the
course MILE: Creative Writing. In order to advance students’ knowledge and understanding of
different genres of creative writing and in an attempt to enable students to develop the skills
required to give creative expression to their personal thoughts, emotions and ideas, a
collaborative course was designed for the students across borders. The course also aimed to
assist students in engaging with different forms of writing such as the haiku, sonnet, drama and
short fiction and gain comparative knowledge of various cultures and literary genres and styles

through intercultural exchange

The course consisted of a pre-course interaction in the form of an ice-breaker on Padlet where
students shared their interests and communicated with each other informally. The students of St
Mira’s and BMCC then met for synchronous sessions on 9th February, 9th March and 23rd March,
2023. The synchronous sessions were jointly led by the coordinating faculty and opened
discussions and creative writing sessions covering a range of genres. The first session covered
love sonnets and students collaborated in break-out rooms to create their own love rhymes. The

second session was devoted to a modern rewriting of Medea’s feminist rant. The third session
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involved plot oriented creative writing of traditional archetypes and myths. All the synchronous
sessions also included break-out room sessions in which students worked in groups on assigned
tasks, including creative writing sessions which were shared on Padlet and discussed at the end
of the session. The students of St. Mira’s also worked on assignments of creative writing which
ranged from haiku and sonnets to full length short fiction pieces. Apart from transnational literacy,
students learnt to collaborate with people from so many different cultures and age groups in an

extremely rewarding way.
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