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Abstract: 

Indian handloom and handicraft sector represents an important source of sustenance in rural 

areas and is also the single most prevalent non-farm livelihood. Originally, handicrafts may 

have started as a part time activity in the country side, however, it has now transformed into a 

flourishing economic activity due to ever growing market demand. Handicrafts are a potential 

industry, as they hold the key for sustaining not only the existing set of millions of artisans, but 

also for an increasing number of new entrants in the craft activity. 

This research probes into the strengths of this industry; availability of unique local resources, 

strong existing pool of skilled artisans, low capital investment, rich and diversified culture 

producing unique and exclusive handicrafts, a high potential for empowerment of women, 

youth and people with disabilities and increased recognition in local as well as global markets. 

This research also attempts to promote the craft  sector keeping in mind the increasing 

demand  for eco-friendly, handmade, quality products and the greater recognition of the 

inherent qualities of the artisans that is simple, inexpensive  adaptable to changing needs, and 

above all, the spiritual dimension of craft. 

 


