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LITERATURE&MEDIA. 

The Role Of The Media In A Post-Truth Society 
Dr. Manisha Viraj Pimpalkhare 

Asst. Prof & HoD, Economics St. Mira's College for Girls, Pune 
manisha.pimpalkhare @stmirascollegepune.edu.in 9890625358 

Mr. Manas Pimpalkhare 
Final Year Student at ILS Law College, Pune 
manasvpimpalkhare @gmail.com 820863 1405 

Introduction 
A Post-Truth society is nothing short of a revelation. It is 

proof of the dynamic nature of society, because it shows the evolution 
of thought among humans. Often defined as a society that thrives on 
multiple truths at once, a Post-Truth society has taken shape among us 
in the last decade. This paper is so entitled as an ode to the very same 

pluralistic idea of Truth in society. We, as a modern society, believed 
in the paramount value of facts, and consequently, that of the truth. 
However, with a growing divide between people over their own 
beliefs, we must now be a part of a society that allows individuals to 
decide their own truths for themselves. 

This particular shift in thought came in the middle of the last 
decade, when Donald Trump started running for the Presidential 
Election in the USA. It was the affirmations made by him, as well as 
his followers, that truly represented the crude decline in the value of 
the fact. The gold-standard of the "fact" was then revoked and it 
became prudent for each man to decide his own facts. With different 
facts come different beliefs, and each of these beliefs was perceived to 
be the truth. 

Now, with the world becoming a battleground of multiple truths, we 
are faced with the issue of which truth to side with. We are clearly 
seeing a demerit of pluralism in action, where it is unclear what the 
truth is. We have defied our own belief that truth can be only one. 
Who, then, can point us toward a society less volatile, less divided, 
more peaceful, and committed to a singular truth? 
This paper aims to discuss the position of the Media, the news media 

along with some aspects of social media, in the Post-Truth world of 
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LITER RATURE&MEDIA, 

the media played in the pa today. We aim to compare the role that the in the 
about the merits of each one. Lastly, this paper pleads to society to with the one it is expected to play today, and arrive at a 

conclusion 
enable its media to guide all men towards peace. 

The Notion of a Post-Truth Society 

"Action without a name, a who attached to it, , is meaningless." 
Hannah Arendt 

In the current scenario, it is not difficult to find people usually in their 
40s or 50s who believe what their leaders say on the TV, cast their 

vote based on emotional appeals often lacking any real relevance and 

make important decisions considering the partial facts as presented in 

front of them in the media. This often implies ignoring the facts and 

choosing to believe the thoughts of an authoritative figure. In this 

context, we find that people's actions are guided not by the objective 

truth, but by what they believe to be the truth. The inception of such 

thought was found to be the 2016 US Presidential Election campaign 

of Donald Trump, where his statements were far from the tuth but 

still managed to sway a considerable chunk of the population to his 

side. Additionally, the UK's infamous Brexit from the European 

built on the foundation of such post-truth beliefs. 
Union was 
Philosophers, both medieval and contemporary, often deliberate the 

importance of truth in society, and they comnmonly arrive at the 

conclusion that truth is absolute. They suggest that truth is the only 

safeguard of beliefs among the population, and that all rational 

thought should bend towards the truth. The pertinent question, 

therefore, is -what exactly does Post-Truth mean? 

The word "post" is a common Latin prefix. It is used widely to mean 

"after, in common parlance. However, we believe that in the term 

"post-truth", the meaning needs to be interpreted as �beyond". That is 

because we live in times where truth is no longer the paramount 

commodity. We are, in effect, beyond the need of truth, and therefore 

the nomenclature "post-truth" should refer to a society that is beyond 

the need of truth. It is a society that no longer needs truth to function, 

simply because we are moving ahead by accepting multiple truths as a 

possibility. 
The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) (MCU) has recently created a 

phenomenon called "Multiverse" in its movies. The writers cclaim that 

the multiverse is made up of many individual universes existing 
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simultaneously, and when a person from one universe moves into 
another one, there is a possibility of Incursions, which are devastating 
events for those universes. This imagery is a great metaphorical 
parallel for a post-truth society. When multiple truths clash, it often 
results in a similar incursion of thoughts and ideas. While the idea of a 
society where truth is not absolute is not an impossible one, we must 
also think about the conflicts arising from the plurality of truths and 
the impact thereof. 
It is, therefore, abundantly clear now, that our actions are always 
fuelled by something, and that the fuel in this post-truth world has 
been our beliefs and feelings. We are sprouting truths out of our own 
personalities and clinging to those branches, making our way through 
life. Is that working out for us as a society? Is it a good decision? Can 
we really survive without a single uniform truth? 
The Threshold Of Subjectivity 

Defining A Point Of No Return 
A post-truth society thrives on the plurality of truths. Such a society is 

created when every individual's beliefs guide their actions by dressing 
themselves up as the truth. These beliefs are often not generated by a 
person themself but are the result of rubbing off from a charismatic 
authority. Repeating the talking points of a personality an individual 
believes in is a common symptom of a post-truth world. 

The presence of a Media, especially the news and social media, often 
guides a society to the truth. That was the role of journalists - truth 
tellers. The Media was an authoritative personality that clearly and 
coherently told the truth to the masses, which in turn guided their 
actions. As we stated before, the fuel to man's actions was the truth 
told by the media, especially the news. This media consisted of people 
like Walter Cronkite, a journalist who was called "the most trusted 
man in America". The media, with laudables like that, was a thriving 
dispenser of truth. However, ever since the world has woken up to the 
phenomenon of fake news and disinformation campaigns, the faith in 
the media has been shaken up. Journalists have lost credibility, and it 
is difficult to sit before a TV screen and blindly accept every word on 
the headlines to be true. In a post-truth world, an individual chooses 
the news he wants to listen to. He, therefore., chooses the facts he 
wants to believe in. 
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Ultimately, the role of the media has diluted into that of a truth-negotiator. The news media is no longer in the business of hunting for 
abundant yellow journalism, the influx of business and profits into the news, and disinformation schemes, been reduced to an institution that 
puts all truths before you to choose. Mind well that the media is stll a 
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the truth and publishing it for the benefit of all. It hae 

transparency 
mirror that reflects the status quo. However, that mirror is \osing 

It has now, thanks: 

fast. 

We would like to argue that there is a need for a threshl 

truth beliefs today, where truth would lie lie beyond the threshold. We 
post 

are at a point in history where post-truth society is recognized only by fake news and disinformation - annd we must therefore 

The Moral Authority Of The Media 

its vices 

create a demarcation, a point of no return tor the truth. It is critical 

we find and define the truth in these tumultuous times 

contemporary times, no news media outlet has the character to defne 

the truth. However, the idea of no concrete truth leaves too much 

the media. 

Therefore, we must all, at least on an individual level, finda threshold 

of belief for ourselves. When it comes to sharing faith in the news 

media, we must decide for ourselves the threshold of our belief in the 

media, especially our news media and social media because the media 

is a moral authority in the world. It has the license to decide the good 

and the bad in society, be it a modern, postmodern, or post-truth 

society. 

The media indeed plays a big role in the life of an individual by 

fac1litating the connection between him and his surroundings, 

including society. It is a key organ of the State, and is often referred to 

as the Fourth Pillar of democracy. We could clearly see that a post 

truth society that lacks belief in the media corrupts the foundation o 

democracy. Donald Trump was able to corrode the ideals of 

democracy using disinformation tactics, due to lack of oversight by 

The media, as we discussed earlier, is the moral authority on 

information, facts, and the truth. It previously, over the waning 

portion of the 20th century, played the role of the truth-d 
truth-teller. That role shifted to that of a a truth-negotiator, and often 

also delved into that of a truth-builder. The 
is instrumental in 

4 

room for every individual to gain an iota of extra power. 
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documenting the whereabouts of all charismatic authorities. 
Therefore, political figures like heads of States often keep a 
stronghold over their news media in order to maintain controB over 

their public perception. In effect, a news media institution that was 
asleep on the job has often facilitated the debacles of dernocracy. 
American news giants CNN admitted after the 2016 US Presidential 
Election that airing Trump's political rally speeches in their entirety 
did less for the public discourse than what the ews channel could do 

in its full potential. Such is the manner in which news media often 
fuels the rise of charismatic authorities instead of clarifying the 
for the populus. The media is the guardian of the Overton Window, 
threshold of rational belief that the population is willing to accept. 
Political authorities are ecstatic to shift the Overton Window 

according to their whims and beliefs in an effort to control the minds 
of the population and stay in power. However, the media controlling 
the shifts of the Overton Window is integral to society. Such is the 
role of the media in the post-truth climate of today. The media is 
supposed to decide for the welfare of society because that is, quite 
literally. their job description. It is, to some extent, still the deliverer 
of truth, because it negotiates between rational or irational trains of 
thought and allows the public to form an opinion. The media is the 
metaphorical stork delivering the baby to your doorstep. 
Conclusion 
The media is a noble institution. It may be diluted in its contemporary 
form due to the evils of society, but it is still a proficient and 
necessary part of society. It needs to fulfill its role to the fullest as a 
close friend of the Truth, even in a Post-Truth society. Bringing 
society closer to the truth seems to be the only reasonable and prudent 
goal for our civilization, and the media, with its news and social 
proliferation instruments, can do a good job, if we allow it o. 
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Abstract.Application of daylight technology for illuminating areas cut off from natural light helps in reducing the temperature of 

the building and pollution. It can produce significant savings as compared to electrical distribution using nonrenewable sources of 

energy. Light pipes have been found to be very efficient in the lighting of interiors where daylight is unreachable, such ashigh-

rise buildings. This can reduce the cost of energy consumption and cost in buildings.The geometry of the pipe, the internal 

reflectance factor, and the location of the light pipe with respect to the ambiancehelp in determining the illumination in a specific 

area. The main focus of this paper is to study the effect of illuminance in a room by varying the height over the working plane by 

using a single light pipe and studying the threshold illuminance on the illumination area for a 10m x 10m room using the software 

HOLIGLIM 4.4. The illuminance required for a comfortable working area is taken to be between 300 to 500 lux. To achieve this, 

the number of light pipes has been increased to two and three. The distance between the pipes is varied to achieve the desired 

illumination level. 

INTRODUCTION 

In commercial buildings most of the rooms are illuminated through the windows at the perimeter. The daylight 

limit in such cases is up to 15 feet from the perimeter. Here there are chances that the illuminance is not uniform 

with higher intensity near the glazing and lower concentration at the deep cores of the building especially at the 

ducts and corridors. So these areas depend upon electrical lighting to obtain the required illumination. This causes 

increase in energy consumption and cost as mentioned by Nadal, 2005 in her MS thesis (1). The light pipe is a 

concept used to direct the sunlight and skylight through a hollow tube into areas that are inaccessible to daylight. 

The light pipe consists of a dome at the rooftop to collect sunlight and skylight, a hollow tube having high 

reflectance to transmit the collected light, and a diffuser at the bottom to spread the light uniformlyon the indoor 

surface.The performance of a light pipe is affected by various factors including the solar altitude, sky condition, 

geometry of the pipe, and materials used to construct the pipe as concluded by Zhang and Munner, 2000 (2).As 

suggested by Alejandro P. D. in hisMaster’s thesis, it is preferable to use simple light pipes in mid and low latitudes 

with ubiquitous clear skies, whereas in higher latitudesoptical redirecting systems (ORS) could be used for better 

results. Critical design parameters for light pipes include aspect ratio and specular reflectance of the pipe 

(3).Thanyalak S., Kyosuke H., 2019 showed that light pipes can be used to bring daylight for illumination in deep 

interior spaces (4). 

AyodejiOmishoren et al., 2019observed that mobile concentrator heads with roof heliostats are efficient in 

temperate climates. They also observed that roofs sloping towards the south are better (5). Light pipes 

possessinglaser-cut panels can provide sufficient lighting in deep plan buildings during daytime as experimented by 

Hansen and Edmonds, 2003 (6). StanislavDarula et al., 2010 developed the “software HOLIGLIM4.4- The Hollow 

Light Guide Interior Illumination Method which can calculate indoor illuminance distribution considering standard 
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daylight situations and real light propagation through hollow tube” (7). This software also helps to study the light 

illumination in various climatic zones. (8)The aspect ratio of the light pipe is a crucial parameter in the daylight 

autonomy (DA) and continuous daylight autonomy (DAc) for evaluating daylight. The length of the light pipe is a 

decisive factor when it comes to reduction of glare and solar irradiation during summer. Since the sky conditions are 

not the same throughout the year, the light pipes have to be integrated with artificial lighting sources to ensure 

sufficient visual comfort during the daytime (9). S. Ahmed, A. Zain-Ahmed et al., 2006 found that “the transmitted 

illuminance and the distance from the light pipe could be linear or non-linear, depending on the minimum distance 

from the light pipe” (10, 11). Hanlin Li, Dan Wu, Jinzhi Zhou, 2021 concluded that in a moderate climate zone, an 

increase in the opening size of the tube in a tubular daylight guidance system (TDGS) enhanced the daylighting 

performance but the heating/cooling load increased in the hot and cold regions. The TDGS system works more 

efficiently for clear skies ascompared to the overcast sky (12). Aluminum alloy pipe has a better reflective and light 

transmission performance as compared to zinc alloy (13). The paper describes how the illuminance obtained by light 

pipes can be categorized based on the Indian standard code of practice for industrial lighting IS: 6665-1972 for 

different industries (14). Accordingly desired illuminance specifications can be obtained by varying different 

parameters of the light pipe and observing the area of illuminance. The scope of the paper is: (a) the illuminance 

obtained by a single pipe for different diameters and to extend it for two and three light pipes (b) vary the height of 

the pipe from the working plane to optimize it. 

EXPERIMENTAL SECTION 

The main aim of this experiment is to study the room illumination using different light pipe dimensions and 

varying the height over the working plane for a single light pipe using the simulation set-up as shown in figure 1. 

The software HOLIGLIM 4.4is used to study the illumination pattern for a room having dimensions 10m x 10m and 

calculation resolution of 0.15m x 0.15m. Th model selected isSky model CIE Overcast 1:3 (I.1. ISO 15469:2004) 

with an altitude of 73.4 deg (90 degrees = sun is in zenith), Azimuth of 180 deg (180 degrees=sun is in south) and 

thelatitude of the room is 40 deg on 30/11 at 10 AM (Sun’s position from date and time). The cupole or dome’s 

transparency is taken as 0.95. The internal reflectance of the tube is taken as 0.800 which is closer to that of 

aluminum sheet andthe length of the tube is2m. The optical interface has the transparency of Lambertian (whole 

optical interface is diffuse) part of 0.750 and outer diameter as 1m. The grid density for diffuser illuminance is 

medium resolution and low resolution for luminous intensity solid.  

 

FIGURE1:  Light tube set up in HOLIGLIM 4.4 (7) 

 

The illuminance is calculated with the room co-ordinate system at x position and y positionas 5m x 5m and the z 

position as 2m which is the height over the working plane. The area of illuminance is calculated for the isolines 

obtained especially for the area below the light pipeand the illuminance in lux is noted down for the same in the light 

pipe for a length of 2m and outer diameter varying between 0.50m to 2m. 

The simulation is extended by keeping the length of the tube and outer diameter of the optical interface constant 

at 2m and 1m respectively and varying the height over the working plane i.e., the z position between 0.1m to 8m. 
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The area of illuminance formed just below the light pipe is calculated from the isolines obtained and the lux range 

noted down for the same. The required threshold illuminance for the given area of illuminance is tabulated and 

height of the working plane was optimized for illuminance range comfortable for human interactions. The 

experiment is extended to two pipes and three pipes under similar conditions. The same observations are taken by 

varying the distance between the pipes. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The light pipe is placed in the center of the room at 5m in a 10m x 10m closed room. The length of the tube is 

kept constant at 2m and the diameter of the optical interface is varied between 0.5m to 2m. It is observed that the 

area of illuminance increases with the diameter of the light pipe. The area of illuminance just below the light pipe is 

less but the illuminance in lux is more. As the distance is increased from the center of the room toward the corners, 

the area of illuminance increases but the intensity of illumination decreases. The required threshold of illuminance is 

calculated by interpolation of the illuminance obtained for the different areas illuminated by the light pipe as shown 

in table 1. 

TABLE 1: Required threshold illuminance for light pipes of different diameters with area of illuminance 

Required 

Threshold 

Area (m2)  

D=0.50m 

Area (m2) 

D=0.75m 

Area (m2) 

D=1.0m 

Area (m2) 

D=1.25m 

Area (m2) 

D=1.50m 

Area (m2) 

D=1.75m 

Area (m2) 

D=2m 

300 0.69626962 1.4809463 5.896678026 4.326113 7.059965 11.5676935 16.0456974 
250 0.81461518 1.744392 6.577138409 5.10964 8.393548 13.3281723 17.87775893 

200 0.987170162 2.1314212 7.517718836 6.264251 10.37321 15.851475 20.40707283 

150 1.264632307 2.7597152 8.931499582 8.145884 13.6295 19.821982 24.20301028 
100 1.792994041 3.9718625 11.38683549 11.79532 20.02584 27.1625154 30.78162208 

50 3.256609403 7.4014898 17.24725617 22.21007 38.66056 46.5447061 46.43038547 

 

When the height of the working plane is varied from minimum of 0.1m to maximum of 8m, the illuminance 

range decreases as shown in table 2 i.e., the height of the working plane is inversely proportional to the illuminance 

obtained. The largest area has lesser illuminance covered. The length of the tube can be determined by changing the 

height of the working plane if the area to be illuminated for a particular application is known. When the height of the 

working plane is 2m, lesser area is illuminated but with comfortable illuminance for human interaction. The height 

of the working plane required for a better illumination in the z position is 2m. 

TABLE 2:Height of the working plane and illuminance 
Height of the working 

plane (m) 
Area of the first inner isoline 

(m2) 
Lux Range Area of the second 

isoline (m2) 
Lux Range 

0.1 

0.5 

1 

1.5 

2 

2.5 

3 

3.5 

4 

4.5 

5 

5.5 

6 

6.5 

7 

7.5 

8 
 

4.523893 

7.068583 

11.34115 

19.63495 

12.56637 

0.502655 

52.81017 

47.78362 

32.16991 

3.141593 

50.26548 

19.63495 

105.6832 

63.61725 

28.27433 

63.61725 

18.09557 
 

4000-9000 

2000-4500 

1500-2500 

400-900 

250-500 

150-350 

100-250 

80-180 

60-140 

50-110 

40-90 

30-70 

30-60 

30-50 

25-45 

25-40 

20-35 
 

12.56637 

24.63009 

60.82123 

63.61725 

69.39778 

63.61725 

201.0619 

211.2407 

226.9801 

75.42964 

128.6796 

153.938 

243.2849 

211.2407 

201.0619 

153.938 

113.0973 
 

1000-4000 

500-2000 

300-1000 

100-400 

50-200 

50-150 

50-100 

20-80 

20-60 

10 -50 

10-40 

10-30 

15-30 

15-25 

15-25 

10-20 

10-20 
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This result was extended by applying these conditions to two light pipes with length 2m and diameter of 1m. In the 

first case the pipes are placed 2m apart at (x, y) position 4m x 5m and 6m x 5m and in the second case the pipes are 

placed 1m apart at (x, y) position 4.5m x 5m and 5.5m x 5m respectively. The work plane illumination for the same 

is as shown in figure 2. It can be seen that when the light tubes are placed far apart larger area will be illuminated 

with lesser illuminance. It is observed that when the light pipes are placed close to each other the area of illuminance 

decreases but total illuminance increases. 

 

(a)                                                                                                   (b) 

FIGURE 2. Illumination by two light pipes (a) 2m apart (b) 1m apart 

The same concept was repeated with three light pipes. In the first case the light pipes are placed 1.5m apart at (x, 

y) position 3.5m x 5m, 5m x 5m and 6.5m x 5m and in the second case it is placed 1m apart at (x, y) position 4m x 

5m, 5m x 5m and 6m x 6m respectively (15). The work plane illumination for the same is as shown in figure 3. The 

area of illuminance is more when the number of light pipes are increased. Uniformity is better when the light pipes 

are placed close to each other. 

 
(a)                                                                                 (b) 

FIGURE 3. Illumination by three light pipes (a) 1.5m apart (b) 1m apart 

The results show that a light pipe of a suitable length and diameter placed at the correct height and coordinate 

can provide required illumination thereby bringing down the energy consumption to a greater extent. The readings 

are consistent with the results noted by Jiraphorn M., Atthakorn T., 2021 while comparing the performance of 

aluminum and zinc hollow light pipes by varying the incident angle and diameter of the light pipes (13).  The 

illuminance obtained in a particular area is the function of the diameter of the light pipe (16).If the task of room 
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illumination is not fulfilled by a single light pipe then the number of light pipes can be increased and placed at 

appropriate positions to sufficiently light the room. So number of light pipes depend on the room dimensions and the 

architectural design (16). 

These results show that the position and dimensions of the light pipe and the area of illumination help to decide 

the nature of task that can be performed in an Industry. High precision operations require more illumination 

especially at the shop floors as compared to the medium illumination required at the administrative office. The 

number of light pipes and their positions at the workstation can be modified according to the illumination required. 

Therefore the number of light pipes required in a particular area depends on the type of utility that is to be executed. 

CONCLUSION 

The research work reported in this paper points to the application of light pipes in efficient lighting as an energy 

saving alternative by using daylight. From the simulations performed on HOLIGLIM 4.4 it can be concluded that if 

requirement (threshold) of illumination lux level is reduced the area of illumination gets increased. To improve the 

illumination range more light pipes can be added at appropriate positions but care must be taken not to cause 

discomfort due to excessive illumination. The threshold of illuminance for industrial buildings and processes can be 

categorized into three parts: 1) for highly critical applications illuminance greater than 300 lux (2) moderate 

applications between 100 to 300 lux and (3) below average applications less than 50 lux. From the IS: 6665-1972 

standards as shown in table 3 it can be seen that illuminance greater than 300 lux is required in Jewelry and 

Watchmaking industry, Clothing and Textile industry, Boot and Shoe factories, Assembly shops etc. In most of the 

industries illuminance between 100 to 300 lux is sufficient. Illuminance less than 50 lux is mostly applicable in 

farming industry, Electricity Generating Stations: Outdoor locations etc. 

TABLE 3: Required illumination in industrial applications (IS: 6665-1972 standards) 

HIGHLY 

CRITICAL 

AVERAGE 

ILLUMINATION 

IN (LUX) 

MODERATE 

 

AVERAGE 

ILLUMINATION 

IN (LUX) 

BELOW 

AVERAGE 

AVERAGE 

ILLUMINATION 

IN (LUX) 

Aircraft factory and 

Maintenance 

hangers 

300-450  

 

General factory 

areas 

100-150  

 

Factory outdoor 

areas 

20  

 

Fine work, for 

example, radio and 

telephone 
equipment, 

typewriter and office 

machinery assembly  

700  

 

Bakeries 

 

100-200 

 

Boiler houses-Boiler 

rooms and outdoor 

plants 

 

20-50 

 

Very fine work, for 
example, assembly 

of very small 
precision 

mechanisms, 

instruments , 
Jewelry & Watch 

making  

1500 

 

Electricity 
Generating Stations 

: Indoor Locations 

 

150-300 

 

Electricity 
Generating Stations 

: Outdoor Locations 

20-50 

 

Boot and shoe 

factories 

700-1000 Breweries & 

Distilleries 

150-200 Farm buildings-

boiler houses and 
stables 

50 

Clothing factories 300-1500 Chemical Work 100-300 Gas Works 20-50 

Dye sinking & dye 

works 

300-2000 Collieries 100-300 Iron & Steel works-

Marshalling and 
outdoor stockyards 

10-20 

 

Glove making 300-1500 Book binding 200-300 Garages-Parking 

area (interior) 

70 
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